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Well done the Scouts!
I am sure you are all delighted that the Scout Group have secured the purchase of the Scout Hut mainly through the 
benefit of a loan from the Scout Association.  They now have the job of repaying this loan and will therefore be 
planning fundraising events along with their renowned Pantomime, Plant Sale and Bonfire Night Fireworks.  We should 
all do what we can to support these events to help them. It is of course due to the generosity of Professor and Mrs 

Tattersall that this purchase has been possible at all. The Parish 
Council would like to acknowledge the backing they have given 
the Scouts over the many years that they have been able to use 
the Hut for their activities that has culminated in this sale.  We 
wish the Tattersalls all the best in their move away from 
Gotham.

Your village website:  
www.gothamvillage.org.uk

On the website:
¥ Article "A blast from the past" on the sports page.  Former resident of Gotham, Ann Barradell-Black recalls her father's 

playing days at Gotham Cricket Club in the 1960's.
 
¥ Current and previous editions of Gotham News in the Parish Council section of the 

website, with minutes of meetings and contact details for the councillors.
 
¥ Photos of the village in the Gallery.

You can also upload your interesting or unusual photos of the village to the gallery.

Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground website: www.gothammemorialhall.com

Update from the cemetery

Having tidied up the large yew tree in the centre of the cemetery, it is now 
sadly showing some signs of sickness with several branches dying off.  
We are not aware of the reason for this and whether it is a symptom of 
something serious or not, but we have sought advice from a local arborist 
who will hopefully provide a firm diagnosis - it is possibly Honey 
Fungus. In the meantime we are unable to work on the tree as there are 
birds nesting in it but will move on to the next stage of work in the 
autumn.  This will include tidying up the Canadian Maples on the front 
apron and the many smaller yews that decorate the cemetery.

Message from Gotham Surgery
Flu Vaccination clinics will be held for those eligible patients, at the Gotham Surgery, on the 
following dates:-
 
Saturday 9th October 2010
Saturday 23rd October 2010
 
Posters are displayed detailing eligibility, but if unsure, please ask at Reception and our staff will 
be happy to confirm if you are eligible or not.

Rubbish Collection on 31 October 2010.                           
Minimum donation £5 ring 9831017 

Bonfire and firework display- 6 November

Inside Gotham News: 
 Scout Pantomime - ÒAladdinÓ  + Report on the Plant Sale.



Having taken over the Chair of the Parish Council in May this year, the first task I 
must undertake is to thank my predecessor Trevor Vennett-Smith for the hard work 
and commitment he has put in over the past few years.  As many of you know, Trevor 
is our Borough Councillor as well as a Parish Councillor.  As Borough Councillor his 
time is spent looking after the interests of Barton and Thrumpton as well as Gotham, 
and combined with his business interests, Trevor has worked tirelessly on behalf of 
our community and deserves all our thanks.  I canÕt promise to match the high work 
load of Trevor but rest assured there is still much for us to do.

I am sure that you are aware that the Parish Council has a couple of vacancies at 
present for Councillors.  This follows the resignations of Pauline Dainty and Mick 
Frankish earlier in the year.  Both Pauline and Mick worked hard for the village over 
the last few years.  Pauline organised CSW, the Community Speed Watch, on behalf 
of the village, coordinating volunteers and attending meetings.  During this time 
CSW has seen a more forceful presence in the village.  Mick joined the Council with 
a keen interest in environmental matters and was a champion for the residents of the Bidwell Crescent area of Gotham.  
His lasting legacy will be the redevelopment of the junction of Bidwell Crescent and Nottingham Road, for which Mick 
and Terry Green submitted then plans to Notts County CouncilÕs Environmental Grant Scheme; the results can be seen 
by all.

Both Mick and Pauline are missed by all on the Parish Council, and we are in need of others to step forward and fill their 
places.  Ideally we would welcome candidates with drive and dedication, and a keen interest in Gotham and the 
community at large.  If you could like to get involved please feel free to contact me, Gary Trickett by email at 
helathyroute@btinternet.com or via my mobie phone number 07950 707 877.

The situation regarding the housing between Gotham and Clifton is still not fully resolved and until there is a clear 
direction from Central Government via Rushcliffe Borough Council, we are still not totally out of the woods.  The 
indications are that a full local housing review will take place and any quotas will be led by the demand for more 
housing at local levels.  We shall just have to wait again and see what happens.  We have been told that the dualling of 
the A453 will not go ahead and that it is likely that the tram extension will not get the funding it needs.  These projects 
are key to the South Clifton housing plan going ahead.  We will, of course, keep you informed of the situation as it 
progresses.

 I attended the recent Year 6 Leaving Assembly and DARE Presentation at Gotham Primary School Ð as a parent this 
year!  The Parish Council has worked closely with the Headteacher, Mrs Lymn-Brewin, and her team to create a link 
between the school and the community at large.  It was a day of mixed emotions for the children, parents and teachers 
alike, and I would like to wish all those moving on to new schools in September Òall the bestÓ for the future.

On the subject of Ômoving onÕ, I would also like to wish Kev and Jenny Perrell and their children Liam and Ryan Òall the 
bestÓ for their move to Christchurch, New Zealand.  Kev has done many a good deed around the village over the years, 
and as a keen sportsman played both football and cricket for village teams.  Over the last couple of years he has coached 
one of Gotham Rangers youth teams, winning the league title in style this year.

I would like to express my thanks to all involved in the Cricket ClubÕs Festival of Cricket week for a most enjoyable few 
days.  With teams from all around the country attending, the childrenÕs Kwik Cricket, bar and catering open all day, this 
event deserves more support from us all.                    Gary Trickett

ChairmanÕs Report

Gotham News Editorial Team
Cllr. John Anderson   Editor 9830249
Cllr. Rebecca Muir    Art/Design & Advertising 9830405
Cllr. Elaine Padden    Asst. Editor 9830049
Cllr. Debbie Bexon    Asst. Editor 9748216
If you would like to advertise or contribute to the next Gotham News 
please supply copy by 29 October 2010
Email: gn@colbeckphotography.com
Judy Raven Clerk to the GPC Tel: 0115 9830 863
Printed by Adlard, Ruddington. Tel: 0115 9214 863

Thanks for pointing out our error. In the May edition, we 
mistakenly said that Bert Whitmore had been Managing Director of 
South Notts buses.  This was a case of Ôchinese whispersÕ as it 
should have read Ômanager and directorÕ.  We apologise to Bert and 
to those involved with the bus company for the error and thank 
those of you who contacted us to point this out.

ng

Two Vacancies on Gotham Parish Council

We meet on the first Tuesday in every month 
and we are looking for people who care about 
the community they live in and want to do 
something constructive for the village. We 
would really welcome applications from 
younger members of our village to come 
forward. We cover various issues from the 
environment and speeding to planning and 
building.

You may wish to just sit in as a member of the 
public at first to get a better insight into the 
work we do. Please contact our Clerk Judy 
Raven Tel: 9830863 or email 
gothamclerk@yahoo.co.uk



GOTHAM 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH

CRIME FIGURES

MAY 2010
8th Burglary to property on 
Curzon Street, car keys taken and 
car stolen.
14th Burglary from driveway on 
Hill Rd.
16th Garden theft from a property 
on Bidwell Crescent.
JUNE 2010
4th Theft from shop on 
Nottingham Rd.
4th Car broken into on 
Nottingham Rd.
4th Lead stolen from church roof.
9th Car broken into on 
Nottingham Rd.
17th Theft of a motorcycle from 
roadside.
19th Criminal damage to cricket 
screens.
19th - 21st Theft of aluminium 
fuel tanks from Hill Road.
21st Fire damage to Memorial Hall 
doors.
JULY 2010
9th Allotments shed broken into
11th Four vehicles broken into on 
a farm track off Nottingham Rd.
15th Criminal damage to a front 
door on Nottingham Rd.
AUGUST 2010
16th Garden theft and damage.
20th Garden theft
23rd Attempted break-in
24th Damage to vehicle
29th Damage to public house 
windows

The Neighbourhood Policing 
Team is located at East Leake 
Police Station. To contact PC 
1530 Kelly Warwick directly you 
may e-mail 
kelly.warwick@nottinghamshire.
pnn.police.uk or use her mobile
number 07725925330 or for East 
Leake Police Station or the control 
room where a message can be left 
03003009999 ext.8546371.

WAGING WAR ON BURGLARS

Last year the Police Authority in 
Nottinghamshire asked the Chief 

Constable to address 
burglary as a matter 
of extreme urgency. 
As a result a 
relentless assault on 
burglars led to 
hundreds fewer 
break-ins across the 

county over the previous twelve 
months.

Chief Constable Julia Hodson insists 
there is still room for improvement. 
Initiatives continuing across the county 
include Operation Liberal, which targets 
thieves posing as officials to gain entry 
to a house and Operation Assentive - a 

crackdown on fake goods sold at 
markets and car boot sales.

Police have also been turning the heat 
up on handlers of stolen goods in a bid 
to cut the distribution channels from 
burglars. A crackdown on second hand 
goods dealers and those suspected of 
handling Ôhot propertyÕ has led to a 
number of arrests and made it more 
difficult for burglars to cash in their ill-
gotten gains.

The Chief Constable said: ÒReducing 
burglary is one of our key priorities but 
equally important is catching offenders. 
We have to use all the tools in our 
armoury to arrest burglars, put them 
before the courts and get them sent to 
prisonÓ.

B Walker

NEW RURAL DROP IN SERVICES FOR WOMEN 
EXPERIENCING DOMESTIC ABUSE

 
If you are worried by the behaviour of a partner or other family 
member and would like to discuss your concerns in a safe and 

confidential environment, Rushcliffe Borough Council now runs 
two rural drop-ins within Rushcliffe

 these are at locations convenient to people living in the north 
and south of the borough.

 
If you are a woman and you would like further details of 

when and where this service runs,
please contact the worker in complete confidence 

on 0777 1690 411.
 

Alternatively you can contact the 24 hour freephone 
domestic violence helpline for support on 0808 800 0340.

 
Men experiencing abuse can access support via the 

MenÕs Advice Line on : 0808 801 0327



A Message from The Memorial Hall Trustees

The Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground continues to flourish 
with plenty of users. The cricket club have recently held their 
festival and the football season has Ôkicked offÕ with the clubÕs 
first matches. The tennis and bowls clubs are in continuous use.  
ItÕs gratifying to see lots of village people, particularly younger 
people, using the facilities and enjoying life; life which was 
denied to those in whose memory the hall and grounds exist. 
These facilities are, after all, our village war memorial.

In the hall there are various classes and functions taking place: 
dance classes, line dancing, Kung Fu, badminton, the library and 
the Friday morning coffee shop. Unfortunately the Playgroup has 
left the hall to move to their new premises at the school. We wish 
them well. The trustees have been working to create a warm and 
welcoming bar/lounge in the room they have vacated. Why not 
have a look in and book your party or function in the hall? 

We have some special events coming up:                                                                         

¥ A Ceilidh on the 25th of September with bar and chilli supper. 
Come along and get on the dance floor.  

¥ A LadieÕs Night on the 29th of October: an evening aimed at 
ladies fashion, health, gift ideas etc prior to Christmas.

¥ A curling night on the 20th of November. Come along and 
sample the winter sport without the ice! Includes bar and 
supper.                                                                                                            

We are currently exhibiting a collection of paintings by local 
artists in the Weldon Room. These pictures are for sale. Please 
come along and view them. You never know, you may be 
tempted to buy. Are you a budding artist? If you would like to 
exhibit your paintings please contact our Òartist trusteeÓ, Pat 
Green on 8465231.

In November the trustees will be remembering the village war 
dead with a display in the foyer of the hall. Have you ever 
wondered about the stories of sacrifice behind those names on 
our war memorial? We hope to show something of the lives of 
those people and impress upon you that they were just that: 
people. People of the village with names, not just initials, with 
homes, jobs, spouses, children...lives. Do you have any 
photographs of anyone on the roll of honour? If so, and if you 
have not already done so, please contact the chairman so that we 
can take a copy. 

Andrew Vickers Chairman of Trustees

CEILIDH

With dance band 
ÒFive Go OffÓ

  
 Gotham Memorial Hall

7.30pm
Saturday 25th Sept 2010

Tickets £10 
incudes chilli supper

Licensed bar

LadiesÕ Christmas Shopping Night

Gotham Memorial Hall
Friday 29th October 2010

7.30pm onwards
Tickets £5 

includes glass of wine & nibbles

Various Stalls including
The Body Shop

Jewellery & Gifts
Jamie Oliver Cookware

Books
Handmade Crafts/Cards

Nappy Cakes
Health & Beauty

Tickets for the events below are available from the Trustees, Post 
Office, Gotham Newsagents, MelvinÕs & Coffee Shop (Friday am).
or phone Judy Raven on 9830863. 

What would you do with 4 million tons of waste?

Notts County Council and Nottingham City Council are 
working together to produce a new Ôwaste core strategyÕ 
which will decide how and where we should manage our 
waste over the next 20 years. We want to hear what the 
public, waste industry and other interested groups think 
about the issues we are looking at.

The consultation runs from 3rd September to the 29th 
October 2010.

For more information and to respond to the consultation:
Tel: 08449 80 80 80
Web: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk
Email: development.planning@nottscc.gov.uk

Address: Minerals and Waste Policy, Communities Dept., 
Notts. County Council, Trent Bridge House, Fox Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 6BJ



A Fitting Tribute and Fond Farewell.
As many readers of this magazine may know, the Service of 
Thanksgiving for my Dad, Arthur Dabell, took place on Monday 
5th July at St Lawrence Church, Gotham.   

My mum Jean, my sister Sarah and I were touched and amazed 
to see how many people came to the Church, and also to 
Rushcliffe Golf Club afterwards.  And whilst we three obviously 
revered and respected Arthur as husband and father, we had not 
realised just how well and widely he was regarded and just how 
many lives he had touched in his long lifetime.

It was from the very many cards, letters and kind words that we 
received that revealed that, during his lifetime, Dad had quietly, 
yet positively influenced so many things and touched so many 
peopleÕs lives.  The comments re-affirmed what we as his family 
already knew about Dad, but we had no idea just how much he 
had done, how much he had achieved, and how well he was 
regarded by so many.

His legacy is greater than we imagined: as Jeff Bramley very 
aptly said at the post-funeral gathering, Arthur has in his own 
way, and quite unintentionally, managed to write himself into the 
fabric and history of Gotham.  He will always be remembered as 

! the Managing Director of South Notts Bus Co Ltd, and also one 
of the original ÒSouth NottsÓ Dabells.  But through his love of 
sport, he has also left his mark - This being one of the founder 
members of the Artisans at Rushcliffe Golf Club, the fact that he 
initiated the formation of the current Gotham Village Cricket 
Club, and latterly being a member of Gotham Bowls Club are 
just some that come to mind   It seems Dad spread his goodwill 
and good nature wherever he went, and with whomever he came 
into contact.  

And for us as his family, he is everywhere we look and 
everywhere we go.  We get constant reminders of him, and we 
are sure others will feel the same as they go through Gotham. 
Dad was after all a true son of the village: one of the few 
remaining ÒGotham CuckoosÓ.  He lived all his life within the 
parish, and never had any desire to move away.  He achieved 
great things in his quiet, unassuming way.  And as his finale, and 
his final nod of the head, his was the first funeral to take place 
after the refurbishment and re-opening of the Church.  You see, 
he did it again!  Another little piece of GothamÕs history.

Dad was 86 when he passed away on 21st June: a good innings, 
by anyoneÕs standard.   We miss him terribly, but when we feel 
sad, we try to turn it around and welcome the fact that the 
temporary sadness is the act of remembering him, and for that 
we should be glad.   

One of DadÕs favourite charities was the British Heart 
Foundation, and for that reason we had requested people not to 
give funeral flowers  rather than funeral flowers, but donations 
be made to the BHF.  We have heard this week that a sum of 
£500.00 was donated to the charity.  Dad would have been 
impressed.

As a final paragraph, I just want to convey my familyÕs grateful 
thanks for the support and kindness that everyone has shown. It 
has been a great comfort to us.

Julie Dabell

4UTH at Gotham Primary 

Nottinghamshire County Council has coordinated the 4UTH programme together with more than 90 
schools, groups and organisations in Newark and Sherwood, Rushcliffe, Gedling and Broxtowe.
 
Our 4UTH festival at Gotham Primary ran from Monday 12th to Thursday 22nd July. We planned and 
8 day programme of events which offered our children an opportunity to experience a wide variety of 
sports and healthy-living activities.

Funding from 4UTH and other sources allowed us to bring in specialist coaches who led sessions in Tai 
Chi, Street Dance, Cheer Leading, Gymnastics, Aerobics and Brazilian Football. We also had a climbing wall and the Year 6 pupils 
planned and ran a Potted Sports for the rest of the school. 

The Healthy Living aspect of our 4UTH Festival was covered with a visit for every child to West Bridgford Fire Station for fire safety 
lessons, First Aid lessons with the Red Cross as well as lessons in hygiene, the safe use of medicine and healthy eating. 

The Grand Finale for our 4UTH Festival was a Family Ramble and Picnic. The whole school along with many parents and grandparents 
set off to walk up to the hills and then all meet at the park for a fruit snack and games. I had also arranged for Kevin Thorpe from the 
Parish Council to meet us at the Council room and show us some other routes for walks around the village. 

The weather had other ideas for Thursday though, and the heavens opened!  The very soggy ramblers straggled back to school where 
they all dried off. Kevin Thorpe came in and showed the Year 6 children the footpaths in the village, and then, in true Gotham spirit we 
refused to let our day be totally spoiled and we had an indoor picnic instead! The hall floor was covered with picnic blankets, and the 
good natured camaraderie of the huge Family Picnic was a delight to behold. 

Sue Lymn-Brewin 
Head Teacher

www.gothamprimary.co.uk



Aladdin...comes to Gotham soon!  

1st Gotham Scout Group is here to entertain you again! We are 
once again travelling deep into ÔPanto landÕ. This year weÕre 
travelling back by magic carpet to watch events unroll as the 
wicked Abanazer seeks the magic lamp that contains the all-
powerful Genie, so that he can rule the world, and is just steps 

away from succeeding!

Is all hope lost? No! Help is at hand! A family posse of wannabe heroes are here to foil 
AbanazerÕs evil scheme! The innocent local lad, Aladdin, his brother, the cheeky 
Wishee Washee and their fearsome mother, washerwoman Widow Twankey are ready 
to intervene and save the day!

Throw in a magic carpet, a mystical slave of the ring, 
the emperor of China, a beautiful princess and a couple 
of inept police officers and you have all the ingredients 
for a fantastic tale and great entertainment.

1st Gotham scout group, on the 3rd and 4th of 
December will perform this great pantomime. We are 
doing 3 performances: a matinee on the Saturday as 
well as two evening shows on the Friday and Saturday.

We hope to see you all there with your boos ready for 
the evil Abanazer and cheers for the fearless heroes.

Ben Anderson.

GOTHAM W.I. IS 90 THIS YEAR!!!
To celebrate this wonderful achievement the current members of Gotham 
W.I. are going out on the 
town for the night.  Our 
official birthday is in 
November but on 
Thursday December 10th 
we would once more like 
to invite all the over-70's 
of the village to celebrate 
with us.  The party is held 
in the Memorial Hall and 
all are welcome.  Please 
let Pauline Goddard 
know if you are eligible 
and an invitation will 
wing its way to you later 
on in the year.

Copy date for the next 
Gotham News 

29 October 2010
WI members sitting on the BBC Midlands Today sofa.



Have you ever thought of ...... joining a club with a bar open every evening, live entertainment every Saturday night, a music 
and bingo social evening on Sunday evenings and a snooker table?  Where you can walk home from the most central site in the 
village? Well for just £12 a year you can join the Royal British Legion.  Why not drop in for a couple of evenings and try it 
before you decide.  This year the officers are Chairlady Jessica Boice , Secretary Ann Wilcox and Bar Steward Bob Mellors.



Gotham Youth Football enjoy successful campaign  
The Gotham Youth Football teams enjoyed an excellent 
2009/2010 season, with many of the age groups 
pressing for titles or in fact winning trophies as the 
under 10's and under 14's did.
 
The under 10's, managed by Phil Anstey, managed to 
win the Division 1 title, having been in control for long 
spells of the season, and deserve great praise for their 
efforts this season.
 
The under 14's, under the guidance of Kevin Perrell, 
were crowned Division 3 champions again and we wish 
them every success next year.
 
The under 12's had successful runs in both league and 
cup competitions. The side saw the title slip away by 
only a single point. Runs in the county cup and the 
league cup saw them being defeated on penalties and 
taking a narrow 1-0 loss respectively, but this is a 
fantastic season for the under 12's again. Below are the 
awards from the presentation...
        PLAYER OF THE YEAR - Jake Wood
        PLAYERSÕ PLAYER - Timmy Berridge
        SUPPORTER'S PLAYER - Tom Harrigan
        MOST IMPROVED PLAYER - Reo Johnson
        SPORTSMAN - Jake Wood

by Martin Weightman

Thrumpton Kwik Cricketers  once again had a fantastic year, with the 
Thrumpton Shaw team winning both the South West Notts league and 
Kegworth Festival, with Harry Priestley picking up Player of the year.
The Thrumpton Seymour team, packed full of young and up and coming stars, 
gained valuable experience, as they look to take the places of some of the Shaw 
team members moving on to hard ball next year. They are: Harry Priestley, 
Jake Benson, Chloe Towers, Keiran Burton and Lewis Russell. 
We wish the players every success next year in the Kwik teams and hard ball 
outfits.                by Martin Weightman

FAMILY FUN DAY TO CELEBRATE A YEAR OF SUCCESS
Ruddington Young Farmers will be organising a Family Fun Day on Sunday 26th September in Gotham 
to recruit new members to the organisation. Fun activities including welly wanging, a tombola, a raffle 
and a sack race are all on offer. Members are also selling cakes and drinks and organising a BBQ Hog 
Roast. Members of the public are also invited to join tug-of-war and tractor pull teams. The event will 
be held on Leake Road, Gotham with free entry to everybody. Ruddington YFC meets every Tuesday 
7:30pm in Barton-in-Fabis and are looking for new members to join in September. Club meetings, run by 
the members, are full of variety. Young farmers also have the opportunity to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh award 
scheme and the chance to travel the world through the national Discovery programme. Other highlights of the Notts YFC 
year include the Autumn Dance and the County Ball. Members have the opportunity to enter Mr YFC, Miss YFC and 
Ambassador of the Year competition, with the results being announced at the dances. Ruddington Young Farmers have 
also helped to contribute to an extremely successful year for Nottinghamshire YFC. Members have been competing in 
several competitions at county and area level. Highlights of the year include the triumphant Notts Hockey team and Notts 
Volleyball team who beat teams from across the East Midlands and will now go on to represent the county at the National 
Finals in October. YFC also stunned NFU representatives at the annual quiz held in April in an exhilarating contest: the 
NFU had been in the lead until the final round when the Young Farmers staged a remarkable comeback. Members also 
excelled at this years Newark and Notts County Show Ð Young Farmers entered several exhibits and took part in Horse, 
Beef, Dairy and Lamb stock-judging. The year was rounded off with the annual County Rally held at Worksop Ð members 
took part in fun activities including beat the goalie, sumo-wrestling and the infamous water race. Lauren Clark, County 
Development Officer comments on the year ÒIt has been a fantastic year for the members and IÕm very proud of everyone 
who has taken part in what YFC has to offerÓ. 
So come and see what Ruddington Young Farmers have to offer and join them at their Family Fun Day; 
Contact 07918120032 for more details. 

RUDDINGTON AND DISTRICT YOUNG FARMERS
FAMILY FUN DAY

SUNDAY 26th SEPTEMBER     10am Ð 4pm Car Boot Field, Leake Road, Gotham.     FREE ENTRY

The cricket club wishes to thank 
Pauline, John & Sandra Goddard who 
this season retired from the club. They 
would like to thank them for the work 
they have done over the years & wish 
them a happy retirement.
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