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Gotham throws Royal Wedding street party in style!

It all started with ÒHow would you like to arrange a street party for the Royal 
Wedding?Ó and with an excitable reply of ÒYes!!!Ó the preparations began. Six 
weeks later, the road closure had been authorised, the whole of Meadow End 
had been consulted and had responded with a resounding vote of ÒCount me 
in!Ó (who said community spirit was gone) and with the balloons and bunting 
ordered we prepared to party.

The weather was fabulous not only for Prince William and his beautiful bride 
Catherine but also for the five beautiful brides of Meadow End  and of course 
our very own Queen - Beryl Bellamy! 

While the fabulous proceedings unfold, all the tables were prepared with red, 
white and blue tablecloths and balloons, weighted down by hand painted 
Union Jack stones, and by 2pm the entire street had come out with their 
delicious plates of food to share, giving the Great British Menu a run for its 
money! 

The winners of the best dressed house went to Bex and Alan at number 12 and 
Shirley and Dave at number 1, with Shirley proudly wearing her OBE 
awarded to her by the Queen. (Queen Elizabeth, not Beryl!)

The opportunity to socialise with our neighbours was fabulous, the 
atmosphere was fantastic and the music and community spirit involved in 
making our Street Party a success is a real tribute to the people of Gotham. 
Thank you to all those who took  part.  We look forward to doing it again 
soon....... Roll on the QueenÕs Diamond Jubilee.

Debbie Wattley & Gill Hind (organisers).
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ChairmanÕs Report
I would like to introduce myself as 
the new Chairman of your Parish 
Council. I am Rebecca Muir and 

have been Vice Chairman for the 
last year. I live on Moor Lane and 
have two children that have 

attended our local village primary 
school, Nursery and Playgroup. 
My youngest child Olivia is about 

to leave Primary school this July 
and join her brother Harry in East 
Leake at Harry Carlton School, 

where I am also a School Governor. I am a member of all the 

Parish Council committees and I am also responsible for the 
layout and design of the Gotham News since the February 2010 
issue. John Anderson is the Editor and we are also assisted by 

Elaine Padden, Debby Bexon and Mike Sheppard.

First of alI, I would like to say thank you to Gary Trickett for all 
the hard work he has put in over the last year as Chairman. 

Sadly, due to work and family commitments, Gary has decided 
to step down as a Parish Councillor, but has kindly offered to 
stay involved with the village sign project that was started for 
the Millennium. We hope to have this in place by the QueenÕs 

Diamond Jubilee in June 2012.

Gary and I hoped to introduce a fresh look and new ideas and 
perhaps try to adopt a more modern approach. I am determined 

to carry on with this same outlook: now is a very good time for 
this as we have new fresh-faced councillors joining our team 
within the last year and two new councillors this May. I would 

like to welcome Gary Lowe and Liz Rodgers to our team. They 
both bring with them valuable attributes and IÕm sure before 
long they will both find themselves involved in village matters. 
Chris Dabell has also re-joined and we are very pleased to have 

him back. He is keen on environmental issues and is a mine of 
information when it comes to our village history.  

However, we still have one vacancy on the Parish Council. This 

is a good time to join us as the two  most serious issues (building 
on the Clifton Pastures and the proposed trams) have gone away 
for the moment. (However we do continue to monitor these very 

closely and respond to any letters or consultation we feel 
necessary). The new Parish Council can now address other 
matters in and around the village to help build on the good 

community spirit that we have.

I am looking forward to reading the Localism Bill and to finding 
out how this will help our village. When details of the Bill 

emerge you can be sure that John Anderson, Chairman of the 
Planning Committee will be reporting to the Parish Council and 
it will also feature in the Gotham News. 

I went along to the Royal Wedding street party on Meadow End 
to take some pictures for Gotham News thinking that I would 
just be there for 5 minutes. The hospitality and the friendly 

atmosphere was fantastic. My 5 minutes taking a few pictures 
ended up being a couple of hours talking and chatting to people I 
recognised from passing them in the street. 

I joined the Gotham News team shortly after it was produced in 

colour and in 8 pages. In November 2010 it was increased to 12 
pages to cope with the increase in items and adverts. Now we 
have decided to produce three - 12 page issues each year; hoping 

it will be a more interesting magazine. Please give us your 
feedback and let us know if you enjoy reading the Gotham 
News. We have such a lot to report to you in this edition, that it 

has become a one off 16 page special.

In these tough times of recession when we are all feeling the 
pinch. We are shopping carefully, economizing where possible, 
spending less if we can. Just to make things worse, prices of 

everything, from basic essentials to luxuries and things we have 
to pay for ÔregardlessÕ like fuel, are rocketing. The huge rise in 
the cost of fuel and World Market price of wheat is contributing 

greatly, supermarkets and multi-nationals are busy competing 
with each other, advertising some amazing bargain offers and 
BOGOFs (Buy-One-Get-One-Free). Our local shops are feeling 

the pinch too, in fact, probably worse; because they donÕt have 
the buying power of the others and their profit margins are less 
to start with. Our local shops and tradesmen are an important 
asset, being part of and contributing to our community. We have 

already lost some and must ensure that we hold on to the rest. 
Whenever and wherever possible we must give them our 
business.  So many people say Ð ÔyouÕre lucky in Gotham, 

having a couple of good shops and a post officeÕ.

So please support our local tradesmen - they support 

us - we donÕt want to lose any more of our shops or 

local suppliers.

Gotham News Editorial Team

Cllr. John Anderson   Editor 9830249
Cllr. Rebecca Muir    Art/Design & Advertising 9830405
Cllr. Elaine Padden    Asst. Editor 9830049
Cllr. Debs Bexon       Asst. Editor 9748216
Cllr. Mike Sheppard   Asst. Editor 9830709

If you would like to advertise or contribute to the next 
Gotham News please supply copy by
Friday 21st October 2011
Email: gn@colbeckphotography.com
Judy Raven Clerk to the GPC Tel: 0115 9830 863
Printed by Adlard, Ruddington. Tel: 0115 9214 863
Photography by Colbeck Photography Ltd 0115 9830405

DonÕt forget to collect the coupons out of the Nottingham Evening Post.
Printed everyday from Wed 25 May to Fri 17 June.

Please read the article from the Memorial Hall Trustees - Page 9
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The Committees, 
Representatives and working 

parties are made up of the 
following Parish Councillors.

Finance Committee:
Ex Officio: R Muir, J M F Royce, G 
Clark, B J Walker, G Lowe, M 
Sheppard.

Planning & Development 
Committee:
Ex Officio: R Muir,  J P Anderson,  B J 
Walker, G Clark, E Padden, L 
Rodgers.

Environment Committee:
Ex Officio: R Muir, E Padden, G 
Clark, C Dabell, M Sheppard.

Cemetery Sub-Committee:
Ex Officio: R Muir, J P Anderson, D 
Bexon, G Lowe, C Dabell.
PCC Representatives: D Power and
A Farnsworth.

Four Nominees to act as Memorial 
Hall Trustees. 
T Vennett-Smith, D Bexon, E Padden,
M Sheppard.

Appointment of Members for 
Working Parties/Groups:

Gotham News/Media.
J P Anderson, R Muir, D Bexon, 
E Padden, M Sheppard 

Gotham Website.
J P Anderson - website. 
(Webmaster Ð S.Butler)

Sports Arena Management 
Committee:
J P Anderson, T Vennett-Smith.

Appointment of Delegates/
Representatives:

N.A.L.C: B J Walker/Clerk
Parish Paths Partnership:
R Muir, C.Dabell, 
assisted by K.G.Thorpe.
Neighbourhood Watch:B.J.Walker
Police Liaison: D Bexon, L Rodgers
C.P.R.E: B J Walker

Gotham Parish Council
Members

Geoff Clark Chris Dabell Liz Rodgers Gary Lowe

Trevor Vennett-Smith
Vice Chairman

Rebecca Muir
Chairman

Judy Raven
Clerk to the Parish Council

John Anderson Fraser Royce Barbara Walker

Mike Sheppard Debs Bexon Elaine Padden
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GOTHAM 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH

CRIME FIGURES

FEBRUARY 2011
5th Mobile phone and money stolen 
from the Memorial Hall.
6th Forced entry into the cricket pavilion 
and TV stolen.
10th Unsuccessful attempt to gain access  
into a property on Curzon St.
18th Unsuccessful attempt to gain access  
into the Royal British Legion.
18th-21st Gained entry to unsecured 
works on Leake Rd and roof insulation 
stolen.
MARCH 2011
3rd Chained up lawnmower stolen from 
garden on Kegworth Rd.
11th Break in through conservatory on 
Kegworth Rd.
11th Front door damage on Leake Rd.
18th Forced entry to property on Hall 
Drive.
18th Shed break in Leake Rd.
18th 3 bikes stolen from garden on 
Leake Rd but 2 recovered later from the 
railway walk.
APRIL 2011
         NO CRIMES REPORTED

The Neighbourhood Policing Team is 
located at East Leake Police Station. 
To contact PC 1530 Kelly Warwick 
directly you may e-mail 
kelly.warwick@nottinghamshire.pnn.
police.uk or use her mobile
number 07725925330. For East Leake 
Police Station or the control room where a 
message can be left call 03003009999 ext. 
8546371.

There is a new website address which has 
been launched by the Police. The website 
provides helpful information about crime and 
policing in your area. 

www.police.uk

Just enter your post code in the field provided 
and press search.

Unique Opportunity for Nature Conservation in Gotham

I wonder how many of us in Gotham know that we have 3 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) right next to us.  The nearest is the place we know as 
ÒThe SandbanksÓ has been known to biologists and geologists for some years.

Until we started looking into it, we had no idea that this site was so significant.  
The habitat is classified as ÒCalcareous GrasslandÓ, which is rare enough in the 
UK, but Sandbanks soil is even rarer, being gypsum-based. We are surrounded by 
highly fertile farmland and this little pocket of grassland has the potential to 
produce beautiful displays of rare flowers on our doorstep, as long as it is managed 
correctly.  In 2004 the siteÕs condition was described as ÒFavourableÓ but recent 
indications from Natural England are that it is ÒUnfavourable/ RecoveringÓ.  This 

means that it can be saved if we put some 
effort in now.

British Gypsum (BGyp) and its parent 
company Saint Gobain (SG) take their 
environmental responsibilities seriously: 
in Spain SG restored a natural calcareous 
grassland area after finishing quarrying 
there, and elsewhere has experience of 
linking with universities, enabling 
students to make use of its sites; BGyp 
manages the grass verges on Gotham 
Way to improve biodiversity there, 
generously gave £20,000 to help Notts 
Wildlife Trust with their work in Bunny 
Woods, and is now hoping to help our 
village to recover the health of its SSSI 
and enable people to once more enjoy it 
at its best.

We think it would be marvellous if Gotham people could show visitors and 
students from across the world the very rare species that thrive in this special 
environment.  It needs an initial tidy-up and with the support of Notts Wildlife 
Trust there is the chance to create a nature reserve to be proud of.  If you would 
like to find out more or be part of the project please contact the Parish Council and 
look out for our next bit of news. 

 E Padden and M Sheppard
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GOTHAM CAR SALES
NOW IN OUR 40TH YEAR

Sometimes I find it hard to believe IÕve lived & worked in this village for nearly 40 years. Over the years we have seen a lot of our 
competitors come and go. Fortunately weÕre still going strong. We try to make used car buying a pleasure, what you see is what you 
get, and there are no hidden extras. If a carÕs not good enough for me I will not sell it from my forecourt. It is a measure of my 
commitment to quality that over 95% of people who visit our site buy the car they came to view.

My elder son James now controls the Òday to dayÓ running of the business together with Paul, Clive , Marie, Steve, Richard & Ian.
Our staff are all long serving. Marie has just returned and Richard has been a credit to the Company for over 30 years. Our workshop 
carries out Servicing, Mechanical repairs and MOT testing. 

We have a large local customer base, many of whom have been with us a long time. If thereÕs anything car related we can help with 
please give us a call on 0115 9830000, e-mail sales@gothamcarsales.co.uk or service@gothamcarsales.co.uk or call in and see us. 
WeÕre open 7 days a week for sales, and Mon ÐFri and Sat am for the workshop.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE SUPPORTED ME
IÕm looking forward to the next 40 years

David Pinder

www.gothamcarsales.co.uk

Find the plane that flew over your house!
For those of you with regular access to a computer with broadband and are interested in just what type of plane flew over your house 
at 3am and who does it belong to, I can direct you to East Midlands AirportÕs own web site (www.nottinghamema.com) where you can 
click on the Webtrack page. 

Webtrack allows you to select a specific hour during any day and then highlights all planes taking off and landing at Castle 
Donnington during that period. By changing the scale on the map and centring it over Gotham you can monitor any aircraft that over 
flew Gotham. 

http://ema1.webtrak-lochard.com/template/index.html

For those of you without access to computers and keen eyesight the best way to identify a plane is by its registration markings. By law 
the registration number of a plane should be clearly visible at 500ft! Told you, you would need keen eyesight!

All UK registered aircraft have a registration number starting with a G followed by a hyphen and 4 capital letters (in Roman Script). 
On planes, the registration number must be shown on the port (left) wing and on both sides of the fuselage near the tail of the plane.  
Once you have the aircraftÕs registration number, again you could access the Civil Aviation Authorities (CAA) aircraft database to find 
out more about the plane. Their web site is www.caa.co.uk  and click on the G-INFO tab.

East Midlands Airport has a complaints procedure in place and I would suggest that if you are unhappy with a low flying or noisy 
aircraft you ring EMA on 0845-1088540 to log your concerns.   
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TV IS GOING DIGITAL  - THE BIG SWITCHOVER

On Wednesday 17th of August the analogue BBC2 channel will be turned off. On Wednesday 31st August the rest of the analogue 
channels will be turned off.  

You will need to re-scan your digital channels on both days. Most freeview TVs and set-top boxes will remind you with a pop up 
message. When you do your re-scan you should get around 50 TV channels, and 24 radio stations, if not you may need an aerial 
upgrade. 

Step 1 Physically check your aerial to see if it has suffered general wear and tear - or weather damage. 

Step 2 Check the colour of your plastic end.
 (Although this may be hard to see from the ground it really is quite important to establish which aerial you may have).

!

If your aerial looks like this with a red or 
green end it may need upgrading, as after 
the switchover you will not receive all of 
the digital channels because you will 
need a wideband aerial.

Black is a wideband and possibly OK.

If your aerial looks similar 
to this, and is in good 
condition, it is a wideband 
aerial and it should be OK. 

Red is group A
green is group C-D When replacing your aerial you 

would be well advised to choose a 
local installer who has been 
recommended. Avoid national firms 
as you will be contributing to the cost 
of the call centre who process your 
request, this cost will be reflected in 
the overall cost of your job.

A rough guide of the cost of a 
standard new aerial fitted is £100 - 
£180, depending on the height of your 
roof and the ease of access to it. 
Additional aerial points cost from 
around £40 each.

Gotham and District Branch
Club and WomenÕs Section

In 1921 the four main service charities established at 
the Armistice amalgamated under a single banner, and 
the Legion was formed. On the 25th April 1925, His 
Majesty King George V presented us with the first issue 
of The Royal Charter, and following our Golden 
Anniversary in 1971 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
amended our seal with the prefix ÒRoyalÓ.

Locally, Gotham Branch was founded at the Church Hall in 1946. Following the 
purchase of the Old BlacksmithÕs shop, a private Members Club was founded and 
finally the WomenÕs Section Branch completed what are still the current 
arrangements.

To mark our 90th Anniversary we can now announce that our three Committees are 
jointly hosting  ÒA Celebratory Fundraising EveningÓ on Friday 1st July 2011 with 
live music from Alan Chambers, an old favourite of our Members. Our popular 
1940Õs buffet and a raffle complete the line up. Entry to this unique event is ticket 
only, priced at just £3.00. The tickets are available from the Club bar and Committee 
members

Mark Green - Branch Secretary.

If you require a reference contact 
Gotham News who will be happy to put 
you in touch with local satisfied 
customers.

Have you seen the village website and its village diary. 
www.gothamvillage.org.uk

It is a fund of information and regularly updated.
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The Memorial Hall Trustees would like to say a 
huge Thank You to all the volunteers who help to run 
the extremely popular Coffee Shop on Friday 
mornings and to also thank all the patrons for their 
continued support.

NEW HOME!

The Coffee Shop has been running since February 2010 (every Friday morning from 
10am to 12.30). Due to its own success it has moved into its new home ÒThe 

Cheeseroller LoungeÓ, 
making great use of the 
brand new kitchen - a 
venture completely funded 
by the coffee shop itself!

We are always looking for 
more volunteers. Please 
feel free to speak to any of 
the Coffee Shop ladies.

We would like to thank Gotham News paper shop for providing newspapers 
for us to read at each Coffee Shop.

The Trustees would like to 
thank the following who have 
made the refurbishment of the 
Cheeseroller Kitchen possible 
at little or no cost to the 
Trustees: 

Eric Perrell -
                       Kitchen Fitter

Andy Litchfield -
                             Plumber

Paul North -
         Worktops/building units

Peter Hallam -                       
  Gas Fitter

Chris Anstey - 
                              Electrics

Pat Dines -
            shopping and painting

Pat Basford - Quotes
         
Andrew Vickers - Painting

Renovations completed by a hard working team of

voluntary helpers.

www.gothammemorialhall.com 
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The doctorsÕ surgery has increased in size, and so has the library. The complex now offers four rooms, two kitchens and a licensed bar for 
use individually or in combination to provide for your club, party or 
function. 

The Story So Far............

Since the Trustees of the Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground trust took over administration 
from the Parish Council in 2005 the improvements to the hall and its facilities have 
transformed the place. We now have a multifunctional modern facility to cater for a wide range 
of village activities.

Please contact our Booking Clerk, Sharon Bevin 

on 0115 9831533 or email the Trustees to discuss your requirements 

bookings@gothammemorialhall.com 

The Weldon Room is a meeting room with a 
new kitchen attached. It is ideal for meetings, 
presentations and the Wednesday Luncheon Club.

This room can also be used in conjunction with 
events in the main hall for serving buffets.

The Moonraker Room is a larger meeting room with double door access onto the recreation ground. It is ideal for smaller 
parties and can be used in conjunction with the Weldon Room and kitchen for serving food. The Facilities offer scope for 
further use. Is your society looking for more suitable facilities? Are you considering setting up a new club or group? The 
Memorial Hall is available for your use.

The Main Hall hosts larger functions with the 
stage is currently under refurbishment. The 
refurbishment work has already started on the 
stage and interior of the hall including new chairs.

The Cheeseroller lounge with its new kitchen and bar 
area has an outdoor seating area with Bistro tables and chairs. 
This lounge is used by our regular Friday morning coffee shop, 
Pilates, The WomenÕs Institute and the Local History Society.

GOTHAM LIBRARY 

New Opening Hours

Wednesday: 2.30pm - 
7.00pm

Friday: 9.30am - 1.00pm
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PICK UP YOUR DOG MESS
Our Recreation Ground or the "Rec" is the home of sport and recreation in Gotham for the pleasure and 
enjoyment of the whole community. To play or watch football, cricket, tennis, bowls, netball. The grounds are 
maintained by a team of hardworking volunteers, who mow grass, mark pitches, paint fences/play equipment, 
pick up litter and dog mess. 
The Rec was purchased by public subscription after the first World War as a memorial to all those from the 
village who gave their lives. It is a crime that this memorial is desecrated by owners allowing their dogs to 
defecate and then not clean it up. This act of criminal selfishness shows a complete lack of respect for those in 
whose name the Rec was purchased and dedicated. Very importantly it creates a serious life long health hazard 
for those who use it for the purpose for which it is intended. The Trustees are taking further steps to catch these 
criminals and we ask for your help in tracing them.  We intend to take legal proceedings against them.
Dogs are not welcome on the Rec. - there are plenty of interesting public footpaths in the parish.

Please use your ÒVillage Recycling CentreÓ on the Memorial Hall car park. 
You can take paper, glass and clothes down. The Memorial Hall benefits directly from the 
money they receive from the paper recycling. I am sure you will all agree that the Memorial 
Hall is now a real credit to this community and a facility we should be proud of. Please if you 
can, use the village facilities to recycle your waste rather than using the RBC wheely bins. The 
Memorial Hall have now entered into an arrangement with a commercial recycling company so 
we will continue to earn money from waste paper.

You could help to raise funds for the Memorial Hall without lifting a finger. 
Do you shop on line? If so please take a couple of minutes to register with 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk then every time you shop on-line a percentage will be donated back to the Memorial Hall Trust 
      WITH NO EXTRA COST TO YOU.
¥  Simply register with the site, providing an e-mail address and a password.

¥ Choose Gotham Memorial Hall as your chosen charity.

¥ Create a desktop icon by right clicking on the site page - then each time you shop on-line you will be able to access your chosen 
shopping site through the easyfundraising site..... ebay, Amazon, play.com, John Lewis, Debenhams and many more.

If you need help setting this up please contact Linda Bramley on 0115 914 7293 and she will call round and assist you.

Last Chance to ÔBuy a BrickÕ - Closing date is 30th June 2011

An ongoing fundraising project 
has been our ÒBuy a BrickÓ 
campaign. We have continued to 
sell bricks to those interested 
since the last phase of our 
refurbishment. 

We will be incorporating 
another such wall in this last 
phase of refurbishment, but we 
canÕt hold out forever. 

Therefore our ÒBuy a BrickÓ 
sales will end on the 30th of June 
and the new wall will be built. 
DonÕt miss the deadline. Application forms are available on our web site 
www.gothammemorialhall.com or from any trustee.

HERE COME THE 
GIRLS!

Ladies Shopping Night
Friday 21st October 2011

Cash for our Community - £35,000 Giveaway promotion.
Your opportunity to help our village.

We have entered the Nottingham Post sponsored 'Cash for the Community - £35,000 Giveaway' promotion. We are already 
guaranteed a share of the £35,000 fund. The  prize money we receive will be proportionate to the number of printed coupons we 
collect.  So please help our community and increase our prize money by collecting as many coupons as possible.
Here's what to do:-

¥ PLEASE COLLECT COUPONS from Nottingham Post printed every day 'til Friday 17th June
¥ COUPON COLLECTION:-  Helen Harbey  -  Post Office  -  Gotham News  -  Melvins  -  Memorial Hall
¥ HAND THEM IN BY SATURDAY 19th June 

Our prize money will go towards the cost of renovation of our Memorial Hall
YOUR HELP WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
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Help at hand for older residents
Rushcliffe Community and Voluntary Service is a registered charity and is working throughout Rushcliffe to make life 
better for residents. Here are three of the services we run that help older people. ThereÕs more information about each of 
these on our website www.rushcliffecvs.org.uk
 
Housing Choices
Housing Choices is a FREE information and advice service for older people in Rushcliffe. If you are starting to struggle at 
home, we can help you think ahead to your future needs. We can help you by putting more support in place if you want to 
stay living in your home, or by helping you move to different accommodation like sheltered housing, retirement property or 
residential care. If youÕd like any more information about this service or would like to make an appointment for a home 
visit, then contact Jessica Molineaux or Emily Popham on 0115 9148315 or email housing@rushcliffecvs.org.uk
 
Community Outreach Advisor Service                            
Are you 50 years old or over? Do you have difficulty doing some of the things that you used to manage without even 
thinking about  it? Are you bored and looking for a new hobby or social group? Are you worried about money, home 
security or what youÕd do if you had some sort of an accident? Are you caring for someone and beginning to feel exhausted 
and overwhelmed? Do you find it expensive to get about? If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you may 
benefit from a visit from the Community Outreach Advisor. The Community Outreach Advisor can provide you with 
information about a range of issues, supportive charities and projects, as well as refer you to relevant  statutory & voluntary 
services if required. To make an appointment for a home visit please call Eleanor Price at Rushcliffe Community and 
Voluntary Service on 0115 9816988.

First Contact Signposting Scheme
Aged 60 or over? First Contact can put you in touch with agencies, to help you stay safe and independent in your home 
through one simple checklist.  No need to make numerous telephone calls and give the same information to lots of different 
people. You can receive free advice on: clubs and societies, falls prevention, home fire safety checks, home security/crime 
reduction, housing, pensions, social care, transport services, welfare benefits advice. The scheme is a partnership of key 
agencies and organisations. If you'd like to more information please telephone Nottinghamshire County Council Customer 
Service Centre on 08449 80 80 80.
 
Working hours:
Monday 8.30 - 4.30 (Communications)
Tuesday 8.30 - 4.30 (Housing Choices)
Thursday 8.30 - 11.30 (Housing Choices) 11.45 - 4.45 (Communications)
Friday 8.30 - 4.30 (Communications)
 
Write or visit: Rushcliffe Community and Voluntary Service, Park Lodge, Bridgford Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, 
NG2 6AT 
Visit our website for more information about what we do. www.rushcliffecvs.org.uk

RUSHLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL ELECTION
THURSDAY MAY 5 TH 2011

 
Once again the rain stayed away for the local elections, as has happened every time since 1983, and 58% of the voters went to the polls 
to elect their local Borough councillor and to take part in the voting referendum. The turnout was down on previous years and way 
down on the 82% recorded in the 1983 contest.

The result was                 Gill Aldrige Labour  113            Trevor Vennett-Smith Independent 848

Trevor says he was delighted with the result and wishes to thank everyone for their support. ÒIt is an honour to serve this area as the 
Borough Councillor and having served 28 years I am very happy to do so for another fourÓ. 

Whilst the count was quick and efficient, the Returning Officer started to announce the result by giving M/s Aldridge 1013 votes and 
Trevor 848, fortunately he realised his error and corrected the result before making the declaration. Had he given the wrong result it 
would have meant going to court to get it over turned!  As Trevor says Ò It was very unreal and the realisation that it would have meant 
going to court was very strange, especially as the real result was so comprehensive.  It is only at election times that you find out if the 
residents are satisfied with what you do, how you do it and if you give the service which they expect. So it is very kind of so many 
people to continue to give me their supportÓ.                                                              Trevor can be reached on 0115 9830541

Rushcliffe Community and Voluntary 
Service
 Tel: 0115 9816988 (Communications)
Tel: 0115 9148567 (Housing Choices)
Email: epopham@rushcliffecvs.org.uk 

Remember to collect the coupons out of the Nottingham Evening Post
The more we collect - the more cash we receive - for OUR Memorial Hall

Cash for Community article - see page 9
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Gotham 100 Years Ago

With the National Census Return  for the Year 2011 having just been completed in the village it is interesting to examine 
the 1911 Census for Gotham which has only recently been released under the 100 Year Data Protection Rule. Space 
limitations only allow some highlights to be mentioned here.

In 1911 the Gotham Population was 1055 living in some 255 family dwellings, which works out at 4.13 persons per 
family.  The oldest person in the village was a lady of 86, and the couple living longest together had been married 55 
years. 

Most of the people listed had been born in Gotham or villages nearby but the introduction of the Railway Line and the 
expansion of the Gypsum Mines had brought in workers from further afield. Two separate examples of these were from 
County Sligo in the Republic of Ireland, and from Cape Town in South Africa respectively. Many boarders from other 
parts of the country are noted living with Gotham families.

Because some of the street names mentioned no longer exist or have been given new names, it is difficult to make 
comparisons. Some examples are Lunnon (now Moor Lane), Bag Lane (Curzon Street), Gladstone Street (Gladstone 
Avenue), Talbots Lane (Orchard Street), Town Street (Leake Road), Wallis Street ( Wallace Street).   

Perhaps surprisingly, the Star Inn, the Windmill Pub and The Cuckoo Bush were all run by different members of the 
Talbot family. The Sun Inn was run by the Butler family. 
 
Many of the occupations listed are typical of a rural and mainly agricultural village, e.g. farmer, cowman, farm bailiff, 
cattle dealer, waggoner, butcher, carter, wheelwright. The gypsum extraction and the railway business required listed 
occupations called miner, gypsum dresser, bag cleaner, train driver, railway platelayer, railway clerk, railway porter, the 
latter for work on the nearby main line to London.  

Other menÕs jobs listed included chimney sweep, boot maker, joiner, bricklayer, baker, police constable, sub postmaster, 
insurance agent, house builder, saddle and harness maker, gardener, wood carver, licensed hawker, gamekeeper, 
ironmonger, cement maker, hair dresser, newspaper vendor, Head School teacher, and Clerk in Holy Orders. 

Ladies employment ranged from domestic servants to sewing machinists, and from shirt machinists to brass bobbin 
winders. All children of the appropriate age were listed as scholars.  

        Barry Dabell

Welcoming Richard Coleman, the new Rector in Gotham

On Wednesday 11th May St LawrenceÕs Church was the scene of the Revd Richard 
ColemanÕs licensing as Priest-in-Charge of five parishes including Gotham.  As befits such 
an occasion, the church service began with a formal BishopÕs Procession, was conducted by 
Bishop Paul and was attended by the Lady Mayoress.

We welcomed visitors from Peterlee, RichardÕs previous home, representatives of the five 
communities, and Melanie Brookes who brought greetings from our partner parish of 
Richmond in Natal.  Mrs Sue Lymn-Brewin, the Headteacher of Gotham Primary School, 
gave an excellent and entertaining address to welcome Richard on behalf of our own 
village.  Symbolic parts of the service, such as the ringing of a bell, the presentation of a 
Bible, and so on, were explained along the way.  

After the formalities, in true Gotham style, there was an abundance of cake and tea and 
chatter, much like we see at monthly Gathering services here.   

The following Sunday, our new Rector led his first service to the regular congregation of 
the five-parish group. Richard and his family can be sure of a supportive environment 
where his ministry can flourish.  May God bless them.

E Padden Photo by courtesy Val Hopkins
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SCOUT NEWS

In recognition of ten years leading Gotham 
Beavers and Cubs, Kerrie Anderson and Julie 
Hogg attended a presentation on 16th March 
2011 at Rushcliffe Civic Centre.

Cllr. Marie Males, Mayor of Rushcliffe, 
awarded certificates and badges to Kerrie and 
Julie.

It is great to see people like Kerrie and Julie, 
who give up a great deal of time to help keep 
the youngsters of Gotham on the straight and 
narrow, receiving honours.

They give their time week after week and also 
spend weekends on camping trips. This is 
extra to having jobs and families of their own 
to look after.

IÕm sure all the parents appreciate their 
efforts.

Well done Kerrie & Julie.
by Eileen Johnson

Barn Dance back by popular demand.

Following the great success of last yearÕs summer barn 
dance, run by 1st Gotham Scout Group, we are planning to 
hold another barn dance in aid of the Scout Hut Purchase 
Fund.

This will be held in the barn at HowickÕs Farm, Moor Lane, 
Gotham on Saturday 9 July 2011 starting at 7:30pm. This 
event is suitable for the young, the old and all those in 
between. 

We have managed to book the popular five-piece band, Jig-
a-Bit, to play, sing and call the dances.

Food is included in the price of the tickets and a well stocked 
bar with local beer, cider and other drinks will be available.

Ticket prices are:
Family tickets (2A+2C) £25
Adult     £8
Child     £6

Gotham Housewives

Gotham Church Hall
7.30pm on the LAST Tuesday of the month.

Expect lively speaker, summer trips, Christmas 
dinner and surprises!

At every meeting you are sure of a very warm 
welcome and a lovely cuppa - with biscuits!!

For more details ring Pat 9142413

Gotham Playgroup welcomed 
Cllr. Trevor Vennett-Smith 

 
He was greeted by some very excitable children throwing 
questions such as "Who are you?", "Would you like to try on my 
Firemen's Hat?"  and "Can you play football with me?"
After answering these quick fire questions and tapping the football 
around - the 
councillor smiled 
while children said 
a big Thank you for 
enabling Gotham 
Playgroup to 
purchase new signs 
for their base.
This money was 
granted through Mr 
Vennett-Smith's  
Rushcliffe Borough 
Council local 
charity funding 
allocation.
Trevor was then shown around Playgroup and had a chat with staff 
- he was extremely impressed with the whole set up and wished us 
continued success with the children - (some of whom were still 
hanging onto his legs!) and our school neighbours.
  
On the spot reporter Debs Bexon.



13

A minute with.......... John Birtles

What 3 words best describe you? Honest, Patient (most of the time), Resourceful
Who or what annoys you most? Disrespectful children (they know who they are).
What are your favorite desert island discs? Bat Out Of Hell - Meatloaf,
Night Moves - Bob Seager, We Are The Champions - Queen
What is the best piece of advice youÕve ever been given? Never spend 
more than you can afford. 
What objects do you always carry with you? Watch and pocket knife.
What is your greatest extravagance? Motorcycles.
What is your idea of perfect happiness? Health, wealth and leisure 
time.
What are your worst habits? Giving silly answers to sensible questions
What are you like to work with? Ask Sue, my Wife.
Who do you most admire? Richard Branson
Where is your favorite holiday destination? Greek islands, probably 
Samos
What are your 3 favourite films? Zulu, Saving Private Ryan and Armageddon
What are your 3 favourite authors? James Patterson, ............................................................... 
What ambition would you still like to fulfill?  Motorcycle adventure trip (Africa, Thailand)
What is your favourite quote or saying? Those who never made mistakes never made anything!
What do you treasure most in the office? Banter and the closed sign.
Your six favourite dinner party guests? Billy Connolly, Katherine Jenkins, Richard Branson, Sandi Toksvig, Valentino 
Rossi and George Clooney (for Sue).

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Monday 4th June 2012

The Royal Wedding street party on Meadow End was such a great success that some of you are asking for a repeat performance to 
celebrate the QueenÕs Diamond Jubilee next year, bringing the whole village together on a bank holiday on the Recreational Ground. 

Some of the ideas that were spoken of, included having a Picnic in the Park during the day, Pram Race, having a marquee, a couple 
of bands, refreshment bars and hog roasts etc., and in the evening perhaps finishing off with some sort of a dance in the marquee. 

The idea would be to get a committee together which would be made up of members from as many different groups in the village as 
possible so that it would be a truly village event with all involved and invited. As many of you know we have had similar events in 
the past which have been a great success and a lot of fun and in these times of so much doom and gloom with the recession, if the 
Diamond Jubilee is an opportunity to have some fun lets get a Jubilee Committee together to start the planning. 

There are already 4 or 5 people who are very keen to get this off the ground and form a committee and I would like to invite anybody 
that wishes to join the committee to please just email gn@colbeckphotography.com where you will be put in touch with the other 
eager party organisers. It could be another really good event in the village and with it being a two day bank holiday - Monday 4th 
June and Tuesday 5th June - there was talk of the party in the park being on the Monday so people didnÕt have to deal with work the 
next day. Anyway this is all for the committee to decide so please come forward with your ideas, as we will need to start organising 
this ASAP if we are to book bands etc.

Gotham & District Club

The Royal British Legion

Does your weekend fall into the same routine pattern?
would you welcome an occasional change?

Why not try a night at ÔThe LegionÕ, 
where every Saturday night there is a live artist, dancing and bingo. 

Also there is music and bingo every Sunday night.

This social club is unique given that no other village in the county offers such a facility, with friendly members under the stewardship 
of Bob Mellor and entertainment in the capable hands of Alan Rigby. New members of any age would be welcomed. The Club runs a 
fully licensed bar most nights as well as lunchtime at the weekends. A full sized snooker table is available for hire as well as a pool 
table. The Club can also be hired for your special occasion: to enquire telephone 0115 9830391. So if any of this appeals why not give 
it a try.

John Birtles
Post Office Master



14

GOTHAM VILLAGE CRICKET CLUB
A FANTASTIC FUNDRAISER

On Wednesday 11th May the Club held a special event in the Village Hall. Our guest speaker was Dr. 
Frank Duckworth, one of the founders of the Duckworth/Lewis method used in Ôlimited-overÕ cricket 
matches throughout the world. We seated one-hundred and ten people for a two course meal and our 

guest, who provided his services without charge, gave us an excellent presentation which lasted for a 
very interesting hour. The well supported event also included a silent auction, a raffle and a live 
auction of cricket memorabilia conducted by Basher Hassan.

Our thanks to Professor Neville Davies of Malt Street, whose association through The Royal Statistical Society with Frank 
Duckworth, enabled his visit. We would also like to thank Andrew Vickers and the Trustees of The Village Hall for their 
assistance. The hall is an ideal venue for anyone planning a local event and its modernization is a credit to all involved. Special 
thanks to David and Sue Pinder of GOTHAM CAR SALES  who as well as being the main Club Sponsors also organized this 

faultless event. Trevor and Tina Burton were, as usual, at the forefront of the helpers, our thanks to them and all the others who 
assisted.

Thanks to all those individuals and businesses who supported the event and particularly to Greg Williamson and his team at 

THE SHEPSHED BUILDING SOCIETY  who supported this event and also provide sponsorship to the club.

Last but not least our best wishes to our Chairman Alan Pearson who is recovering well after a recent major operation.

GOTHAM SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

Members of the Gotham Short Mat Bowls Club 
have had a very successful first year. We meet at 
Gotham Memorial Hall on Wednesday afternoons at  
2pm for two hours bowling with tea and biscuits in 
the interval. 
The club is open to all - no previous experience is 
necessary! 
Members pay a £10 joining fee and £2 per weekly 
session  To date we have twenty-six members of whom six are new 
to bowling.

We would like to thank the East Midlands Airport Community Fund, Councillor Lyn Sykes (Divisional Fund), Gotham 
Parish Council, and Councillor Trevor Vennett-Smith (Community Support Scheme) for their generous donations which 
have enabled the club to purchase three sets of bowling equipment.

We look forward to another successful season and hope to play other clubs within the local area. The club is now closed 
for the summer, and play will resume on 
Wednesday 7th Sept. 2011.

Why not put the date in your diary and come 
along to join a friendly and enthusiastic crowd 
and give it a go? We look forward to seeing you!

John Prickett (Chairman)
3, Naylor Avenue
Gotham
Nottingham  NG11 0HS
Tel:- 0115 9749018

Members enjoying an afternoon game of bowls at 
Gotham Village Hall.
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THANK YOU
I wish to thank all the 
residents for their kind 
words and support they 
have given me and my 
family with regard to my 
illness. I am hoping to be 
back to work in the next 
couple of months. It 
makes you realise that our 
village is a wonderful 
place to live and have 
enjoyed my 20 years 
living here and here's to 
many more.

Thanking you again 
Griff the postie.

Copy date

for the next

Gotham News

Friday 21st 

October 2011

A BUSY VILLAGE

As many of you know the Parish Council provides a Village Meeting annually to give residents an opportunity to find out about whatÕs happening, raise 
their concerns, tell each other about the groups currently operating and have their say on village matters.  This year 34 people assembled in the Memorial 
Hall for the occasion.  As Chairman of GPC, Cllr Rebecca Muir opened proceedings and gave a detailed report on the way time and taxes have been spent 
over the past year, also welcoming the three people who have joined the Parish Council recently and extending an appeal for further people to share their 
views and expertise in view of the one remaining vacancy. 

Reports were read from County Councillor Lyn Sykes and Mrs Sue Lymn-Brewin (Headteacher of Gotham Primary School) among others.  Borough 
Councillor Trevor Vennett-Smith was congratulated on his re-election.  Steven Heales visited from the Nottinghamshire Libraries Service and PC Kelly 
Warwick introduced PC Ian McKinley who is joining the beat.  Reports were also received from many village organisations.  A veritable army of volunteers 
provides our community with entertainment, social opportunities and services.  Still others take pride in improving and maintaining the local facilities.  

These are great people to know, so donÕt miss 
out - join one of the many teams of volunteers 
around our village who make it an amazing 
place to live.  You will be glad you did.

As the meeting closed at 9.40 pm, I wondered 
what someone new to our village might make of 
the whole thing.  Would it be information 
overload, or an exciting palette of opportunities 
to choose from?                    E. Padden

     
   E Padden
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DIR E C T 
Driving School 

 

Tel: 07725 940501 or 0115 9140696 
www.directdrivingschool.co.uk 

 

18 Y E ARS INST RUC T O R E XPE RIE NC E 
HIG H ER T H A N A V ER A G E PASS R A T E 

N E G O TIAB L E R A T ES A ND F A IR PRIC ES 
BASED IN G O T H A M 

!

Simon Raine has embarked on an exciting career with Pru Health as 
a healthcare Consultant and is now an expert in the products and 
services this award winning innovative company has to offer. 
PruHealth can provide a health insurance plan that is designed to 
help you get and stay healthy all year round, offering unrivalled 
cover when medically needed to get you back on your feet again as 
fast as possible. 

FABLES FANTASIA 20th ANNIVERSARY 
 Local pick-ups, executive coach, free gift, drink and nibbles on all 
trips.

Very best de-luxe seats to Thursford Christmas Spectacular on 
Sunday November 27th 2pm performance. Price £64 to include wine 
& time in Kings Lynn. Return 9pmish. 65% full.

1940Õ4 evening in a four star hotel in Middle England on November 
12th / 13th. Wonderful English village for lunch, time for a stroll 
along the river or walk into town and visit market or relax in the 
superb leaisure facilities before your meal and entertainment. 
Sunday we visit a University Town. Price £105 to include half 
board, prizes, presents and fantastic company! 70% full.

Contact Simon Raine, your local PruHealth Consultant on 0115 
9374147 or email simon@fablesevents.co.uk  for further 
information.


